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Section 6.05: Preliminary instructions in jury case

Those of you who have sat on criminal cases will have heard of
proof beyond a reasonable doubt. That requirement does not

apply to a civil case; therefore, you should put it out of your
mind.

Summary of applicable law

In this case, the plaintiff claims that ; the defendant
claims that . I will give you detailed instructions on
the law at the end of the case, and those instructions will control
your deliberations and decision. But in order to help you follow
the evidence, | will now give you a brief summary of the elements
which plaintiff must prove to make his [her] case: [here summa-
rize the elements].

Conduct of the jury

Now, a few words about your conduct as jurors.

First, | instruct you that during the trial you are not to discuss
the case with anyone or permit anyone to discuss it with you.
Until you retire to the jury room at the end of the case to delib-
erate on your verdict, you simply are not to talk about this case.

Second, do not read or listen to anything touching on this case
in any way. If anyone should try to talk to you about it, bring it
to the court’s attention promptly.

Third, do not try to do any research or make any investigation
about the case on your own.

Finally, do not form any opinion until all the evidence is in.
Keep an open mind until you start your deliberations at the end
of the case.

{If the court determines to allow note taking, add:]

If you wish, you may take notes. But if you do, leave them in
the jury room when you leave at night. And remember that they
are for your own personal use.

Course of the trial

The trial will now begin. First, each side may make an opening
statement. An opening statement is neither evidence nor argu-
ment; it is an outline of what that party intends to prove, offered
to help you follow the evidence.
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NOTE

A summary of the ele-
ments may not be ap-
propriate in some
cases.



