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A defender of a rural Callaway man awaiting extradition to Ohio to face more than a dozen charges says he is unjustly being held and accused.


Roger Elvick, 67, has been in the Becker County Jail since early September when he was arrested on an Ohio warrant by the Becker County Sheriff’s Department.


The former North Dakota farmer agreed at a Nov. 5 court hearing in Detroit Lakes to waive extradition back to Ohio.


Becker County Attorney Joe Evans told District Judge Thomas Schroeder he would notify Cuyahoga County, Ohio, authorities of Elvick’s decision.


The extradition process could take up to 60 days.


Barbara Busch of Los Angeles, Calif., maintains a Web site that informs Elvick’s supporters of his present circumstances.


In a Nov. 5 interview, Busch said she questions Becker County’s authority to hold Elvick, especially when his “accuser” has not been in Becker County District Court to detail the Cuyahoga County charges.


Further, Busch says Elvick has never been to Ohio, and she wonders why Ohio authorities would charge him.


“That’s what I would like to know. He doesn’t know that. We have a good idea. There is a lot of conversation,” explained Busch.


According to the extradition warrant, Elvick is sought for engaging in a pattern of corrupt activity, including intimidation, conspiracy to commit intimidation, retaliation and complicity in the commission of a forgery.


There are some guesses as to what the Ohio charges may be about based on his past history.


According to a Web site maintained by Financial & Tax Fraud Education Associates, 14 individuals were charged in October 2001 in the Western District Court of Michigan for their illegal use of sight drafts, which are used to pay bills and other debt.


Users claim these are actual financial instruments and are issued under the authority of the United States. In actuality, the sight drafts are monetarily worthless.


Three years earlier, five of the 16 individuals allegedly met with Elvick and/or another man. They discussed the manufacture and use of sight drafts.


Between 1998 and 2001, over 193 sight drafts were issued — bearing a value of $550 million — to government agencies, creditors and others.


In addition, over 110 tax forms — Forms 8300 — with a value over $490 million were filed with the Internal Revenue Service.


Those forms reported transactions over $10,000 with judges, law enforcement officers, public officials, public employees, creditors and others.


Court documents say the 14 individuals knew the forms were fake.


Six individuals pleaded guilty to conspiracy to defraud the United States and were sentenced.


The other 10 persons were found guilty by a jury on various charges and subsequently sentenced.


Exact details of the Ohio charges against Elvick are contained in a “secret” indictment. Cuyahoga County officials have not returned several telephone inquiries as to why Elvick is wanted.


During his Becker County Court appearances, Elvick has not been represented by an attorney.


Busch, who has been in contact with Elvick several times by telephone since his Becker County arrest, suggests, “Who is going to pay for an attorney? Why isn’t he given a public defender?”


Elvick’s request for a public defender was denied by Schroeder because, according to financial documents submitted by Elvick to the district clerk of court, he is worth billions of dollars.


Busch confirmed that Elvick had completed such a form along with his purported self-worth. She said Elvick filled it out that way because of all the things “they’ve not settled on … when he paid his debt to society why aren’t they paying him for the debt he paid to society?”


Elvick’s debt to society, according to Busch, is the fact he was imprisoned for nearly four years.


According to the Web site maintained by The Militia Watchdog, Elvick was in a Texas jail in 1990 for issuing more than $1 million in bogus sight drafts.


That same year, a federal grand jury in North Dakota indicted Elvick and three other individuals on 19 counts, primarily for mailing false tax returns, issuing false 1099 forms and sight drafts.


Elvick was convicted and ordered to serve nearly four years in prison.


Several different Web sites maintain the centerpiece of Elvick’s message is his “Redemption” theory. Busch says many people are interested in Redemption.


The Redemption theory gets its shape from decisions made 70 to nearly 100 years ago in this country. It revolves around the creation of the Federal Reserve and President Franklin Roosevelt’s decision to withdraw U.S. currency from the gold standard.


“The Redemption scheme takes a dramatic departure in arguing that because there was no longer any legal money after 1933, the U.S. government had to find some other way to discharge its debt,” explains The Militia Watchdog.


“In 1936, suggests Redemption theory, with the advent of Social Security, the U.S. government began to take birth certificates and place them with the U.S. Department of Commerce as ‘registered securities.


“These certificates represented all of the work and labor of each citizen, as well as everything each citizen owned or would ever own.


“According to one theorist, a ledge was made for each certificate in the amount of $630,000 (another pegs it at $1 million). Thus everybody and everything in the United States is simply collateral for the bonds issued by the U.S. government.”


Busch said she has known Elvick since 1999 or 2000. The Redemption theory, continues Bush, resonates with many Americans.


“His concepts are based on the Bible, the foundation of law,” argues Busch.


Busch maintains that Congress is prohibited by the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights from accumulating debt.


“They are using our physical, God-given bodies as collateral. In all of the banks, it says our money is backed by the faith and credit of the United States government. Well, that is us,” said Busch.


“When Jesus paid off all of our debts and all of our sins, we are pre-paid. And our tax system actually shows that.”


Busch said Elvick doesn’t hate the federal government. “He thinks the government is probably set up right. We’ve just got some unjust stewards at the helm.”


Busch said there isn’t an immediate remedy to the situation. 


“You tell me what you think the solution is. Should we go ahead and be slaves? Should we be in bondage? Should we allow them to take our bodies because we don’t have any other means of anything? They make everybody in a desperate situation.”


At this point, Busch thinks Elvick should be freed from the Becker County Jail. She accuses Becker County authorities of “torturing” Elvick by keeping him in a cold cell.


When asked why Elvick continues to espouse the Redemption theory in light of past and present legal problems, Busch replied, “Have they given him a remedy? He went to the correctional facility. Did he learn any correction? Why was he in prison? What was he there for? He paid his debt to society. If he paid his debt to society then give him back his farm.”

