
AN ACT OF CONGRESS TO RE-DEFINE “STATE” IN 
AMERICA 

 
Prior to the fourteenth amendment the Government of the United States 
existed as a limited Representative government created by the several 
states united, possessing only those enumerated powers granted to it by 
the states. All other powers not expressly delegated to the United States by 
the constitution were reserved to the States, or to the People respectively 
pursuant to Amendments IX and X. 
 
In 1864, when so-called Civil War was near its end, Congress passed “An 
Act to provide Internal Revenue to support the Government and to pay 
interest on the Public Debt, and for other Purposes.” Therein Congress re-
constructed the word “state” as follows, with words in brackets having 
been added for the purpose of clarifying how this anti-constitutional 
legislation should be properly read and interpreted –in a jurisdictional 
sense. 
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