AN ACT OF CONGRESS TO RE-DEFINE “STATE” IN
AMERICA

Prior to the fourteenth amendment the Government of the United States
existed as a limited Representative government created by the several
states united, possessing only those enumerated powers granted to it by
the states. All other powers not expressly delegated to the United States by
the constitution were reserved to the States, or to the People respectively
pursuant to Amendments IX and X.

In 1864, when so-called Civil War was near its end, Congress passed “An
Act to provide Internal Revenue to support the Government and to pay
interest on the Public Debt, and for other Purposes.” Therein Congress re-
constructed the word “state” as follows, with words in brackets having
been added for the purpose of clarifying how this anti-constitutional
legislation should be properly read and interpreted —in a jurisdictional
sense.
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required to pay any tax upon any article, goods, wares, merchandise, or
manufactures, as.herein provided, shall sell, or cause or allow the same to
be sold, before the tax to which such article, goods, wares, merchandise,
or manufacture is legally liable, is paid, with intent to avoid such tax, or
in fraud of the revenue herein provided, any debt contracted in the sale
of such article, goods, wares, merchandise, or manufactures, or any secur-
ity given therefor, unless the same shall have been bona fide transferred
to the hands of an innocent holder, shall be entirely ‘void, and the collec-
tion thereof shall not be enforced in any court. And if any such article,
goods, wares, merchandise, or manufacture has been paid for, in whole or
in part, the sum so paid shall be deemed forfeited, and any person who
will sue for the same in an action of debt shall recover of the seller the
amount so paid, one half to his own use, and the other half to the use of
the United States.

Skc. 181. And be it further enacted, That four hundred thousand dol-
lars, or so much thereof as may be necessary for the payment of the
expenses incident to carrying into effect the various acts connected with
internal revenue which are or may be authorized and payable after the
first of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, is hereby appropriated for
that purpose, payable out of any money in the treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the
Treasury. And it shall be the duty of the collectors of internal revenue,
as the secretary may direct, to act as disbursing agents to pay the afore-
said expenses, without increased compensation therefor, who shall give
good and sufficient bonds for the faithful performance of their duties as
such disbursing agents for such sum and in such form as shall be pre-
seribed by the first comptroller of the treasury, subject to the approval
of the Seeretary of the Treasury: Provided, That the aforesaid appropri-
ation shall continue in force to the thirtieth day of June, eighteen hun-
dred and sixty-five, and thereafter the Secretary of the Treasury shall
embrace in his annual estimates the amount which, in his opinion, will be
required for the expenses of this branch of the public serviee.

Skc. 182, And be it further enacted, That wherever the word state is
used in this aet, it shall be construed to include the territories and the
District of Columbia, where such construction is necessary to carry out
the provisions of this act.

ArrrovED, June 30, 1864.

Crar. CLXXIV. — A4n Aet to requlate Prize Proceedings and the Distribution of Prize
Money, and for other Purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be the duty of the
commanding officer of any vessel or vessels making a capture to - secure
the documents of the ship and cargo, including the log-book, with all other
documents, letters, and other papers found on board, and make an inven-
tory of the same, and seal them up, and send them, with the inventory, to
the court in which proceedings are to be had, with a written statement
that they are all the papers found, and in the condition in which they were
found, or explaining the absence of any documents or papers, or any change
in their condition. He shall send to said court, as witnesses, the master,
one or more of the other officers, the supercargo, purser, or agent of the
prize, and any person found on board whom he may suppose to be inter-
ested in, or to have knowledge respecting, the title, national character, or
destination of the prize. He shall send the prize, with the documents,
papers, and witnesses, under charge of a competent prize master and
prize crew, into port for adjudication, explaining the absence of any usual
witnesses ; and in the absence of instructions from superior authority as
to the port to which it shall be sent, he shall select such port as he shall
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